Life and Letters

it   contained  TWO   SPLIT   INFINITIVES.

The first says " I suppose you are one of those
who defend split infinitives" ; the second
assumes that no defence is possible. We can
start, therefore, with the fact clear that there
are two sides and two parties to the question.
There are some men who would no more split
an infinitive than they would split their
father's head with an axe, and who, when
anybody else splits one, split their sides;
there are others who, on occasion, will as
cheerfully split an infinitive as a soda.

Far be it from me to any longer than I am
bound to dwell on a subject about which
people are apt to so violently differ. But it
is, I feel, my duty to briefly confess that there
frequently are places in which splitting an
infinitive secures an additional emphasis which
could not be secured without the split, and
places in which an infinitive that is not split
makes one at once conscious that the author
has tried to, at all costs, avoid a split infinitive
with the result that his expression seems
strained.

I seldom split an infinitive. When I do
I shall not feel called upon to explain why I do.
But I am not content to leave the subject at
that. For it has made me aware of something
about which, however generally it may be expe-
rienced, I do not feel altogether easy. It
has suddenly occurred to me that although
I do not often perpetrate a split infinitive, I
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